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1 . S This communication is responsive to Applicant's Amendment filed October 30. 2003 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1.3-6.8 and 9 . 

3. S The drawings filed on 12 February 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Applicant's Amendment filed October 30, 2003 has been fully considered and 
entered. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1 , 3-6, 8 and 9 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
cited on the PTO-892 form attached to the Office action mailed August 20, 2003 is the 
most relevant prior art known. However, the invention of claims 1 , 3-6, 8 and 9 
distinguishes over the prior art of record for the following reasons. 

Regarding claims 1 , 3 and 4; the claims are allowable over the prior art of record 
because none of the references either alone or in combination disclose or render 
obvious an optical waveguide as defined in claim 1 , wherein the outer coating is 
subdivided into two half-shells whose magnetic orientations are mutually opposed in 
combination with the other limitations of claim 1 . Claims 3 and 4 depend from claim 1 . 

Regarding claims 5, 6, 8 and 9; the claims are allowable over the prior art of 
record because none of the references either alone or in combination disclose or render 
obvious an optical isolator as defined in claim 5, wherein the outer coating of the optical 
waveguide fiber is subdivided into two half-shells whose magnetic orientations are 
mutually opposed in combination with the other limitations of claim 5. Claims 6, 8 and 9 
depend from claim 5. 
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Hence, there is no reason or motivation for one of ordinary skill in the art to use 
the prior art of record to make the invention of claims 1 , 3-6, 8 and 9. 



Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning the merits of this communication should be directed to 
Examiner Michelle R. Connelly-Cushwa at telephone number (571 ) 272-2345. The 
examiner can normally be reached 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM, Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rodney B. Bovernick can be reached on (571) 272-2344. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general or clerical nature should be directed to the Technology 
Center 2800 receptionist at telephone number (571 ) 272-1562. 
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Michelle R. Connelly-Cushwa 
Patent Examiner 
June 21, 2004 




